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POWER OUTAGES — KALBARRI AND NORTHAMPTON 

59. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) Can the minister outline what power outages have occurred in Kalbarri and Northampton since 1 
December 2008, and what was the cause of those outages? 

(2) Does either of the towns have generators in place to deal with power outages? 

(3) If yes to (2), how many generators does each town have, who owns them, and what is their cost? 

(4) Why are these generators not providing power to residents and businesses during a network power 
outage? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) Between 1 December 2008 and 28 February 2010, 74 outages lasting longer than one minute have 
affected customers in Kalbarri and Northampton. The following table, which I will incorporate into 
Hansard, is a distribution of the outages for each month. Between December 2008 and February 2010, 
outages to customers in Kalbarri and Northampton have been attributed to trips when the cause has 
been unknown, to equipment failures on both the distribution and transmission network, and to 
lightning activity in the region. “Cause unknown” includes when external material such as a branch 
touches a powerline, triggering an outage, but no evidence of the external material is sighted. 

(2)–(4) No. No generators have been placed in the towns to deal with power outages. The two generators that 
Western Power has installed are for high-voltage support and are on standby should we need to use 
them during peak periods. They are not technically able to support customers during outages. A more 
complex and expensive solution would be required for that. As outage locations and fault causes can 
vary, it is not feasible to have back-up generators in Kalbarri or any other location around the network. 
They are deployed when and where necessary, and when Western Power fault crews determine that it is 
quicker to deploy a generator than it is to fix the fault. 

I seek leave to table the document and have it incorporated into Hansard. 
Leave granted.  

[See paper 1848.] 

The following material was incorporated — 

 

 
Month Outages 

2008-12 0 
2009-1 4 
2009-2 5 
2009-3 9 
2009-4 2 
2009-5 2 
2009-6 3 
2009-7 5 
2009-8 8 
2009-9 2 
2009-10 3 
2009-11 11 
2009-12 10 
2010-1 7 
2010-2 3 

 

 

 


